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SUBJECT: Request for educational films and seeds by Deputy Minis tgg of Agriculture. 


| 


| 


Shaikh Abdul Rahman Huleisi, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, has asked the 
Embassy's assistance jn obtaining educational films and experimental seeds for use | 
by the Ministry of Agriculture. 


The films desired were described as relating to animal husbandry, crop produc-— 
tion (wheat, alfalfa, rice,millet, and garden vegtables) insect control and irriga- 
tion techniques. If available commentary in Arabic is preferred. 

No spe@ific seeds were mantioned, the only criterion being "anything that ef 
might grow in Saudi Arabia." 0) 


could be located, but was also interested in obtaining whatever it could free of 
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Huleisi explained that the Ministry had funds to purchase or rent films if re 


charge. The same was true of seeds. 


The fabassy informed Huleisi that his requests would be transmitted to the 
Department for appropriate comment or action. 
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If films or seeds thought suitable for use in Saudi Arabia can be obtained 
and made available to the Ministry of Agriculture by a Government Agency, the 
Embassy suggests that such be done in return for a reasonable charge. The Bnbassy 


ie of the opinion that both films and seeds would be better used and appreciated if 
this were the case. 

In the event private commercial organizations can more appropriately handle 
the Ministry's request, the Embassy will forward the addresses to the Ministry if 
the Department can furnish them. 

Comments hry 
: Huleisi's request exemplifies the plight of his Ministry, which is -S mae 
formed and staffed with untrained personnel. lf 
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| He apparently made the film request of the Embassy for lack of knowledge 

of any other channels through which he could make inquiry, although in requesting 
experimental seeds he probably is looking for "free samples". Privately Huleisi 
laments the termination of USAOM activities in Sandi Arabia, stating on one 
occasion that his Ministry would have stood to gain much needed advice if the 
Mission had remained. 
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For the Ambassador: 
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The Gulf Daily Times, October 7, 19568, reports that the Shaikhdom Ad 
of ias al Khaimah is beginning to enjoy an era of prosperity. 


"This is due to the efforts of a youny, Englishman combined with 
the assistance and encouragement of the Ruler, Shaikh Saqr bin 
pahomed and financial assistance from the British Government. jour 
years ao the Inglishman concerned, who had previously served us an 
officer in the Trucial Oman Scouts, took on the task of the agricnl- 
tural development of the area. lle set up an experimental station 
in the fertile Kheran valley at the foot of the Ras al Fhaiiiah 
siountains which rise above it to a height of },000 feet. 


"Previously only a few poor quality tomatoes and onions, such 
as are chiefly to be found in the gardens of Arabia, had been grow 
in this area. Today some 300 motor pumps have been imported and 
the pround has been divided into carefully prepared and well-manured 
patches of fertile soil, producing cabbage, lettuce, spinach, 
cauliflower, broccoli and many other kinds of vegetables in pro- 
fusion. 
"Whereas 5 tons of onions an acre is considered a ,ood crop 
in Mngland, 17 tons an acre are being produced in Ras al Khaimah. 
Tomatoes average 2 lbs each. UDuring the vegetable season the 
vegetables are brought into a sorting centre where they are classi- 
fied and cleaned and despatched to market. This year it is hoped 

to produce 6 tons a week and break into the important market of 
watar, hitherto supplied by air from the Lebanon, 2. we 

"Althoughgfruit cultivation ig,only just ape nn ete tis 
no reason why this should not Metome;ags important or morezi 
than the vegetable growing. Experiménts are now being m with 
the planting of custard apples, pears, lemons, oranges, limes, 
plums, figs, vrapes, grapetrust ik - 

“After two failures, rice is now growing successfully for the 
first time. Lucerne, used for the feeding of animals, grows 
excellently. Red Sindhi cattle have been imported from Karachi and 
are being crossed with the local breed in order to improve the 
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the strain. hed Sindhi calves ore often bipyar at 1! niths 
thay fully ;rown local cows. 
"Lasb year an agricultural school was started in the areca. 

Lt began with only one pupil and had four by the end of the season. 
The new schoo] year begins shortly and alreauy 3 people have a,plied 
for every one of the 12 places available. 


"Ath the encouragement of the ituler, ordinary education is also 
making preat strides in has al Khaimah. Such has been the popyular- 
ity of bays! education that this year the first cirls! school vill 
open its yates staffed by 5 female teachers from other arab states. 

"This area, hitherto one of the ::ost backward and remote in 
Arabia, is undoubtedly makin, great strides, Sut what it needs is 
capita]. Unfortunately the local farmers do not have sufficient 


unas uy ne Sa n er C pPUN oS 1 vays and means of 
funds to buy the necessary number of jumps, but ways and means of 
assistim, them are being considered." 


Va 
7 Wolter Kk. Schwinn 
Arierican Consul veneral 
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